A Special Treat

By TOM KLEVAN
St Writer
Nogatima at Tom and Jog's Twa

cuglorers &i the counter, threo in
the booths and two more “down-
sialrs™ in the lmchroom. W's fairly
fuial. All the prap work (s done, and
George and lour wallresses are re-
xing o bil before tha lunchiime
crowd,

George (Geoorge Babug, pro-
prielory, wrns from the grill where ha
i walching @ batch af home fries.
Perspiring heavily, he greets me with
a genial gmile and asks what I'm
having today. "A BLT." | reply. “May-
onnalee?” he asks, | node Donna,
ong of the regular wailresses who
has baan with Tom and Joea for
about six years, asks me what [ want
wr dfink. “¥While mik,” |'say, and a3
an aflerthought, | ask what tha solp
is tor today, [1's noodie, and | ask for
FR-T:8

In bess than 30 seconds | hasve my
aoup and milk and two packages of
crackers. While George prepares my
sandwich, | sarry ont a gporadic
convarsation, inberrupted from lime
o lime &8 businese gulckens,

Tom and .Jfoo's has basn in bual-
ness for 46 or 47 years — George
can’t remember exaclly. Bafora 1850
it was across the streel in the first
floor of a frame building originally
vsad as Gity Hall, The present build-
ing was consiructed In 1850,

George says business i “tousy”
bul ho's not reslly  complaining.

Salesrren jel him that ail the restau--. .-

rants are off, They esn fell byTlhe
food orders. Besides, Goorgo tells

e 1

me, Tom and Joe's has a lalely
regular glfentede as opnosad 10 ran-
slent customers

Thal tact v ovident as Georpe,
Donna and "Cheyanna” (the ather
regutiar waliress, who's been with the
estabiishment for 18 yedrs), greel
cuslomars by thair lirs! namas,

Pya got my sandwich now — It 1e0k
aboul two minutez — and se we've
been lalking. the noise level and
aclivity has Ingreased. The
wailreEzes are now shouting ordors
o George and o the kilchan,
George iz shouling orders o the
kitchen, and with five or six orders
geing simultanesusly on the geill, 1s
taking filed piates from tha kilchen,
plunking them down on tha sauniar
and yelling ww Denna and
“Cheyenne" that they're ready. He ka
in eonslanl movernent belwean the
grill, the opening to the kitchen, the
relrigerator and the covnter, But his
conceniralion on the maals he fs
preparing ia deceplive. As Doenha
squeezes past him betwean cowntar
and grill, he asks if she has caught
ihe two customers in the end baodh.
She saya she has,

I don't want to bother George
anymore. He's loo busy. The place is
full nows, and glthough the shoutlng
and the seemingly randam hustla of
thie wailreesea glve the appearance
of chaos, the place runs live & ma-
ching — a distincily buman mechine.

| gabch Doana's atteation end of-

der & cup of collee. 11 comas, steam-
ing and full, in a heawy mug (no

sovcar}) labaled “Dunkin'.- Donuts,”
-'.“::.‘-.
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-Hl‘ld | absantly wender whera tho

mug came from. | light up a
- sigaratte, and as 1 sip my coffes ('
" too hot o drink]), | sort af-obserde the

+ L show going on around ma. Thare's a

young coupla with a amall child In
“one-of the booths. | apol the city
- planner and tha president of the
gchool board. A banker ks sitting
next 1o me, and up at the end of the
counter are two attomeys. Beside

the doctor st & man in work pants, -

cap darmp with sweat, and grimy -

. shirt stretched taul by 8 muscular
tarea. In anothas booth, thres young
men In short-elegved ghirle and tes
‘= probabfy olfice workers — joke
with Donmnd, A mistake: Her caustic
wit dalivorad oul al (he side of har
chewling-gum laden outh  com-
pletaly outclasses tham. -

Al tha buoths and the seals et the -

© gountar ara now full, asis the “down-
stairs”  dining * reom.  Owver  the
* lnughter and hum of eonrversation,

e

n-l:l.l.
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ordora ring out. Sontmn In his laft
hand stirring oniens, knide in his

right cuttihg & sandwich in helf,
George reaches out with his lefi foot
and expartly kicka shut the rdfrig-
eralar doos. Commands from Danna
and “Cheyenne” rain down on his
broad, swealing back: "Three ordera
af flesl" "Cheetaburger, kelchup,
na mustard!” - "Meattaaf  speclal™
“Two homa irest™ “A numbar bwo
spatial with hame fries and baconl™
"Two coffees, one with, one withoutl™

Sﬂll‘nuhﬂ'n'. Goorga manages b
keep it all siraight.

I finish my colles, pay my check,
recoive & pleasent ihank-you frem
Donng, pul down a decent lip, and
leave. Lunch at Tom and Joo's is
mare than lunch. IEs an experiancea.

Oh, yes, George says his buslest
day Is Friday, but Salurday marning
g pretty busy, two. This was a

- Wednnsaay.



